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e Holy Baptism e

HOLY BAPTISM

A hymn may be sung. The candidate / candidates and sponsors (und family/ families )
gather with the pastor in the nave.

P
: Amen

C

In the name of the Father and of the "# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The pastor addresses the baptismal group and the congregation:

Our Lord commanded Baptism, saying to his disciples in the last chapter of Matthew:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And surely | will be with you always, to the very end of the age."(Matt. 28:18-20)
The holy apostles of the Lord have written: “The promise is for you and you
children,"(Acts 2:39) and: Baptism now saves you. (Tit 3:5)

We also learn from the Word of God that we all are conceived and born sinful and
are in need of forgiveness. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin,
death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has
sent his Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

The pastor turns to the candidate / candidates to be baptized.
P : Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead = and upon your

heart ¥ to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

For the baptism of infants and young children the pastor says:
P : Hear how our Lord Jesus Christ has opened the kingdom of God to little children.

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them,
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these. | tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the king-
dom of God like a little child will never enter it." (Luke 18:15-17)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

€ : Praise to you, O Christ. )
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® Holy Baptism e

OR

S. For the baptism of older children and adults the pastor says:
P : Hear the word of our Savior Jesus Christ telling of the new birth by water and the

Spirit.

“I tell you the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit."
(John 3:5-6)

SUOISBIDQ [e198dS 40) BIIAIBS O S1BpIQ

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C : Praise to you, O Christ.

6. For the baptism of infants and young children the pastor addresses the sponsors:
P : It is your task as sponsors to confess with the whole Church the faith in our God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name this child is to be baptized.

After this child has been baptized you are at all times to remember _him/her_in your
prayers, put _him/her in mind of his/her Baptism, and, as much as in you lies, give
your counsel and aid, especially if he/she should lose _his/her parents, that he/
she be brought up in the true knowledge and worship of God and be taught the
Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer; and that, as _he/she grows
in years, you place in _his/her hands the Holy Scriptures, bring _him/ her_to the
services of God's house, and provide for _his/her further instruction in the Christian
faith, that _he/she come to the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood and thus,
abiding in _his/her baptismal grace in communion with the Church, he/she may
grow up to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ.

This, then, you intend gladly and willingly to do?

R : Yes.

P : God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with his
grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

In order to implore the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ upon the gathering of this
child into the family of our Father, let us with all the family pray the prayer he gave

us.
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® Holy Baptism e
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7. The pastor lays his hand upon the head of the child. The congregation joins in praying:

€ : Our Father who art in heaven, OR € : Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,

thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,

thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

your will be done
on earth as in heaven.

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom For the kingdom, the power,
and the power and the glory and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen now and forever. Amen J

_/ o

P : The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even

forevermore.
€ : Amen

8. The baptismal group gathers at the font.

~

9. For the baptism of infants and young children the pastor says:

P : Because this child cannot answer for _himself/herself , we shall all, together with
sponsors and parents, faithfully speak on _his/her_ behalf in testimony of the for
give-ness of sin and the birth of the life of faith which God our Father bestows in

and through Baptism. J

OR

10. For the baptism of older children and adults the pastor says:
P : Because you have been called by the Gospel and instructed in the faith, it is right
and good that you should now confess with the Church what God works in and

through Baptism.

P : Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
€ : | do renounce them.

P : Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
€ : Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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P : Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?
C : Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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P : Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C : Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,*
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

* The ancient text: the holy catholic Church

11. For the baptism of infants and young children the pastor may address the parents:
P : Who brings this child to be baptized?
R : We do.

P : How is this child to be named?
R: name J

OR

12. For the baptism of older children and adults the pastor may address the candidate:
P : Do you wish to be baptized into this Christian faith?
R :ldo.

P : How are you named?
R: name )
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13. The pastor pours water three times on the head of the candidate, saying:
P name . | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit .
C : Amen

14. The pastor lays his hand upon the one baptized and gives this blessing:

P : Aimighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth
of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his
grace 1o life everlasting. Peace be with you.

C : Amen

15. A white garment may be put upon the one baptized.
P : Receive this white garment to show that Christ has taken away and borne your sin

and put upon you his perfect righteousness. So shall you in faith ever stand before
him.

16. A baptismal candle may be lighted from the paschal or altar candle. In giving the candle,

the pastor says:
P : Receive this burning light. Live always by the light of Christ, and be ever watchful

for his coming that you may meet him with joy and enter with him to the marriage
feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which shall have no end.

17. The baptismal group gathers before the altar.
P : Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God and Father, we thank and praise you that you graciously
preserve and enlarge your family and have granted _name _ the new birth in Holy
Baptism and made _him/her_ a member of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an
heir of your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore you that, as _he/she has now
become your child, you would keep _him/her_ in_his/her baptismal grace that
according to all your good pleasure _he/she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life
to the praise and honor of your holy name and finally with all your saints obtain the
promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

€ : Amen

18. When infants and young children are baptized, this prayer may also be said.
P : Lord and giver of life, look with kindness upon the father(s) and mother(s) of _this
child/these children and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you
have given them. Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for
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® Holy Boptism e

their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so that they may share eter-
nally with their children the salvation you have given them; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C : Amen

19. The baptismal group may turn toward the congregation; a representative of the congre-

gation may say:
Through Baptismal God has added name(s) to his own people to declare the
wonderful deeds of our Savior, who has called us out of darkness into his marvel-
ous light.

€ : We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as (a) fellow member(s) of
the body of Christ, (a) child(ren) of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in his

kingdom.

P : And you, name(s) , the Lord bless you in all your ways from this time forth and even
forevermore.
C : Amen

20. All return to their places. The service continues with the Introit, Psalm, or Entrance

Hymn.

NOTES
GENERAL

This rite for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is for use with candidates of all ages.
Candidates for Holy Baptism are infants born to members of the congregation or
those for whom members assume the responsibility of nurture and older persons
who, after adequate preparation and instruction in the Christian faith, declare their
faith in Jesus Christ and their desire for Baptism.

Parents will, as a matter of course, assume responsibility for the spiritual nurture of
their children baptized in infancy or as young children. It is appropriate for others to
sponsor the children and share that responsibility. Sponsors (God-parents), parents,
and their families accompany the infant and participate in the rite of Baptism.
Sponsors should be chosen with great care. They should be practicing Christians
and members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

The congregation should participate in the rite as indicated in the rubrics.
Holy Baptism should be celebrated within the chief service of the congregation.
When extraordinary circumstances require Baptism at other times, a public
announcement should be made at the service the Sunday following.
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PREPARATION FOR THE RITE

® Itis desirable that the baptismal font be given a prominent place within the church to
symbolize the entrance into the community of faith. There should be ample space around

it for the participants.
The font should be filled with water from an ewer immediately before or after the

opening hymn.

Appropriate napkins or small towels should be laid ready.

A baptismal shell may be used for pouring water over the candidate’s head.

After The Ascension of Our Lord, it is appropriate to move the paschal candle from its
original place on the Gospel side of the altar to a place near the font. It should be lighted
for all baptisms as a reminder of the relationship between the death and resurrection of

our Lord and Baptism.

THE RITE IN DETAIL

11.

16.

1.
20.

This rite envisions celebrating Holy Baptism within the Divine Service immediately
after the opening hymn, thus supplanting, if necessary, the preparatory part of the
Divine Service with its confession of sins and absolution or declaration of grace. It
is therefore preferable that the opening hymn be a hymn on Holy Baptism.
Following the Collect of the Day in the Divine Service, one of the collects for Holy
Baptism, page 959, may be said.

Signing each candidate with the cross is a significant part of this rite, traceable to
the early Church. Other uses of the sign of the cross in worship services become
acknowledgments and affirmations of Baptism.

For the baptism of infants and young children the parents say the responses <11>.
For the baptism of children and adults they themselves say the responses <12>.
Both Christian name and surname may be used. At other places in the rite, only
Christian names are used.

The white garment calls attention to a significant biblical image of Baptism
(Gal. 3:27)

For an infant the white garment may consist of a rectangular cloth with an opening
in the center for the child's head. For older persons a simple garment in the style
of a poncho may be provided.

When a candle is given, it may be lighted from the paschal or altar candle. It should
be extinguished immediately after the final Amen in this rite.

The congregation may stand for this prayer and the one following <18>.

The service continues with the Introit of the Day, the appointed Psalm, or an

Entrance Hymn.
Limitations of time may dictate continuing the service with the Salutation and the

Collect of the Day.
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® Holy Baptism Short Form e

HOLY BAPTISM SHORT FORM

b

1. The candidate(s) and sponsors (and family/families) gather at the font. The pastor says:
P : In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

SUOISED0Q) e198dg 10} BDIAIBS JO SIBPIQ

2. The pastor addresses the baptismal group and the congregation:

P : Dearly beloved, we learn from the Word of God that from the fall of Adam we all are
conceived and born sinful, are under the wrath of God, and thus are in need of
forgiveness. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and
everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent his Son
Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

To this end our Lord commanded Baptism, saying: “All authority in heaven and on £ |
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, ‘..j
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and

teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | will be with

you always, to the very end of the age.”(Matt. 28-20) He says furthermore: “I tell you

the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the

kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.”

(Matt. 3:5-6) The holy apostles of the Lord have written: “The promise is for you

and your children,"(Acts 2:39) and: “Baptism now saves you." (Tit. 3:5)

3. The pastor turns to the candidate(s) to be baptized.
P : Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead = and upon your heart
= to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

4. For the baptism of infants and young children the pastor addresses the parents and sponsors:
P . After this child has been baptized, it is your duty and privilege as parents and
sponsors to remember him/her in your prayers, put _him/her_in mind of his/her
Baptism, give your counsel and aid that he/she be brought up in the true
knowledge and worship of God and be taught the Ten Commandments, the Creed,

and the Lord’s Prayer; and that, as he/she grows in years, you place in _his/her

hands the Holy Scriptures, bring him/her_to the services of God's house, and
provide for his/her further instruction in the Christian faith, that he/she come to the
Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood and thus, abiding in his/her baptismal

grace and in communion with the Church, he/she may grow up to lead a godly life
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5. The pastor addresses the congregation:
P:

e

-

to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ.

: Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?
. Yes.

e Holy Baptism Short Form

: God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with his
grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

In order to implore the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ upon the gathering of this
(these) person(s) into the family of our Father, let us rise and pray the prayer he

gave us.

! Stand
]

6. The pastor lays his hand upon the head of the candidate(s). the congregation joins in

praying:

L.

C:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

OR

L.

: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen

v

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even

forever and ever. Amen j
P:

forevermore.,
€ : Amen

7. The pastor asks the parents and sponsors, who speak on behalf of the infants and young
children, and the older children and adults, who can speak for themselves:

P : Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?

R : | do renounce them.
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8. The pastor addresses the baptismal group and the congregation:

' .

C:

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus and to confess the faith of the Church,

the faith into which we baptize.
| believe in God, the Father Aimighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was conceived, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God

the Father Almighty.

e Holy Baptism Short Form

suoiseaaQ [ejoedg 10) 91AIES JO SIBPIO @

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,*
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

* The ancient text: the holy catholic Church

L
'El Sit
A

9. When an (older child or) adult is baptized, he/she need not be confirmed in a separate
rite, but the pastor may ask him/her the following additional question:

Will you continue steadfast in the true Christian faith

as confessed by the

Evangelical Lutheran Church be diligent in the use of God's Word and sacraments,

and lead a godly life, even to death?
| do so intend with the help of God.

10. The pastor pours water three times upon the head of the candidate(s), saying:
name , | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit .

C: Amen

11. The pastor lays his hand upon the newly baptized and gives this blessing:
P : Aimighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth

of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,

strengthen you with his
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e Holy Baptism Short Form e

grace to life everlasting. Peace be with you.
C : Amen

12. All return to their places.

¥
o i ! , Stand

13. The service continues with the INTROIT, PSALM, or ENTRANCE HYMN.

SU0ISBIIQ eloeds 40} 89IAI8S JO SIBpIQ

NOTES

GENERAL
e For notes on Holy Baptism, see page 671 .

&
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